
Attention Bottomfish Fishermen!  
  

Bottomfish specimens of “Rarely Encountered 

Sizes” (see Priority Table below) are needed for 

scientific aging and maturity studies. The Pacific 

Islands Fisheries Group is assisting NOAA by 

helping to collect bottomfish samples from Hawaii 

bottomfish fishermen. This scientific data will help 

to better understand and manage this important 

fishery. If you should capture and are willing to donate specimens to PIFG please 

contact Clay Tam at 284-4390 to coordinate pick up and handling. Your fish 

donations to PIFG are tax deductible.  
  

 

Handling Instructions. 
For small specimens, please save the whole fish.  For large specimens, please remove the head 

(for otoliths) and gonads (to determine gender) from the fish.  Place a label on the whole fish or 

head/gonads that includes fork length, island of capture, and date of capture. Specimens can be 

stored on ice or frozen.  For any fish that are saved for specimens, please measure the fork 

length (straight line measurement from tip of jaws closed to middle fork of tail). 
 

What �OAA will do with your samples?  
Otoliths (earbones) are needed to determine age and develop length-at-age growth curves over 

the entire size range for each bottomfish species.  Small sizes help determine how quickly fish 

of each species grow during the first 2 years; largest sizes are needed to determine the 

longevity (life span) of each species.   
 

 

SPECIES SMALLEST SIZES 

�EEDED (Fork Length) 

LARGEST SIZES �EEDED (Fork 

Length) 
Hapu'upu'u Smaller than 12 inches (30 cm)  Larger than 39 inches (100 cm) 

Opakapaka Smaller than 8 inches (20 cm) Larger than 28 inches (71 cm) 

Ehu Smaller than 8 inches (20 cm) Larger than 24 inches (61 cm) 

Onaga Smaller than 10 inches (25 cm) Larger than 32 inches (81 cm) 

Uku Smaller than 20 inches (50 cm) Larger than 32 inches (81 cm) 

Gindai Smaller than 8 inches (20 cm) Larger than 18 inches (45 cm) 

Kalekale Smaller than 8 inches (20 cm) Larger than 16 inches (41 cm) 

Lehi Any size fish, if not able to tag  Any size fish, if not able to tag 

Yellowtail Kalekale Any size fish Any size fish 

Randall’s snapper Any size fish Any size fish 


